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Overview of Animal Control 

• Joint service with Rangitīkei District 
Council

• 7,000km2

• Five Animal Control Officers + one 
manager

• 24/7 response coverage
• Dog attacks, roaming dogs, barking 

complaints
• Education, registration, and compliance 
• Community safety and responsible 

ownership



Legislative Framework

• Dog Control Act 1996 – main legislation 
for dog ownership and enforcement

• Dog Control Policy 2019 – Council’s 
objectives and approach

• Dog Control Bylaw 2019 – local rules on 
leashing, prohibited areas, and 
registration



Graduated Enforcement Model

Education First – Enforcement When Needed



Community Engagement

Working with the Community
• School-based dog safety programmes
• Presence at community events
• Rehoming initiative
• Public education through social media 

and outreach
• Collaboration with local shelters



2024/2025 Highlights

Key Results

Trend 2023/24 2024/25
Registered 
dogs ↑ 7,865 8,203

Menacing dogs ↓ 97 61

Dangerous 
dogs ↓ 11 7

Infringements ↑ 70 114

Complaints ↓ 1,537 1,159



Looking Ahead

Focus for 2025/2026
• Continue community education 
• Promote registration and microchipping
• Strengthen rehoming and responsible 

ownership initiatives
• Maintain a fair, consistent compliance 

approach
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